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Principles and Facts 


GT. THE 


Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter's SERMON, 
and the DEFENCE of it, further 
Examin'd, &c. | 


5 LoRDp, 


E impetuous Diſcourſe which you 
70 preached and publiſhed 30 Jan. laſt, 

x U hath been anſwered and examined ſo 
very well, and with that honeſt 
CITY Spirit and Zeal for the Intereſt of 
our Country, that it ſeems unneceſſary to add an 

thing to what hath ſo well and ſucce/5fully been 


ſaid: But ſince the whole Kingdom is alarm'd to 


a Degree that Men ſeem to be on their Guard 
to defend their Liberties and the Principles upon 


which the Conſtitution is founded, I ſhall without 


more ado offer a few Conſiderations in the ſame | 


Cauſe; and firſt, 


L 29 

It is certainly true, as you ſay, that * Hiſtory 
« js to direct us in the Conduct of our Lives, 
e and to point out the Things we ſhould follow 
& or avoid, ' becaule the ſame Cauſes will com- 
monly produce the ſame Effects; and from hence 
I expected your Lordſhip would have orderly 
pointed out from Hiſtory fome few of thoſe Facts 
or Meaſures which cauſed the Tragedy you com- 
memorate, on purpoſe to avoid them: But, to 
the Surprize of every one, you declare ſoon after- 
wards, you will not “ enter into the Hiſtory of 
„ thoſe Times, or trace out the Steps of that 
«© Tranſaction ; ** And, my Lord, if you will not 
do that, and if after your Example the Steps of 


that Tranſaction ſhall for ever be left out and un- 
conſider'd on this Day, how ſhall Men form a 


Judgment of that great Event? How will either 


Prince or People be inſtructed what to follow or 
avoid? for it muſt be agreed, the great and im- 
portant Uſe of that Day, is to warn us in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner to avoid treading in thoſe 
very Steps which involved our Sovereign and this 
Kingdom in War and Miſery? 


How much % is the Publick indebted to you, 
than to the Editors of Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, 


whom no Man hath accuſed of Partiality to the 


popular Intereſt ? They warmly recommended the 
reading of thoſe Tranſactions to the late Queen; 


they freely told her, ſhe would know from thence - 


the Nature and Temper of her People, the true 
Conſtitution of the Government in Church and 
State, and the Miſtakes that were committed in 


both; and, my Lord, as Hiſtorians, it was their 
Duty to fay thus much; and it was yours, as 4 


Preacher, for other Reſpects, to have own'd a 


much and more than they, and not to have con- 
| | cealel 
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cealed and palliated thoſe Meaſures that were 
attended with ſuch fatal Conſequences, and for 
that Cauſe ought to be zraced, in order to be 
deteſted and avoided, The learned Perſons now 


ſpoken of, as full of Zeal and Fire as they were, 
yet thought the Tyanſactions of thoſe Times of 


great Uſe to be known by Prince, Miniſters and 
People ; but you of none at all, and therefore you 
will not enter into them: They, on the whole 
account of thoſe Tyranſactions, own, that Faults and 
Miſtakes enough may be found on both Sides; 
but, according to you, one Side was faultleſs ; 
there was no provoking Step, no Cauſe for Tu- 
mults; the Miniſters were Men of great Character, 
and the great great Fault of all was, that the King 
loved the Church, and the Church the King 3 
which, by the by, is one of the Points you moſt 
deſign to put in View. 


On the other hand, it is not hone or conſcien- 


tious to deal out Vengeance, as you do, without 
Mercy or Diſtinction. 


All indiſcriminately were a Pack of Miſcreants, 
Factious and Seditious Wretches, poſſeſſed with Re- 
publican Notions, and reſolved on a Change of Go- 
vernment at any Rate. But he muſt be a tho- 
rough Enthuſiaſt or an Incendiary, and to be ſuſ- 
pected of the vileſt Purpoſes, who can work him- 
ſelf up to ſay, that juſt ſuch another Set of Men 
(at this very Time) are acting and carrying on the 
ſame Work and Deſign. But to proceed, 


I deſire it may be remembered, that Faults 
enough may be found on both Sides, and I agree 
there may : But the Queſtion is, who were the 


Aggreſſors? Was it the People, or the Court and 


Clergy ? I will undertake to ſhew it was the 3 
; B 2 t 
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It is agreed on all Hands, that the Seeds of the 
Troubles were ſown in the Reign of King James I. 
and it is acknowledged by the Author of a Pam- 

hlet now before me, written in Defence of your 
Doctrine, that King James loſt the Hearts and 
Affections of his Subjects, by Neglect of the 
Proteſtant Religion, Favour to Papiſts, long Diſ- 
continuance of Parliaments, the ſudden Diſſolu- 
tions of them when called, and ſupplying his 
Neceſſities by Projects without Conſent of Parlia- 
ment. This he acknowledges, as alſo, that King 
Charles I. went on in his Father's Steps, and con- 
ſequently never had the Hearts and Affections of 
his People. I agree to all this, but cannot agree 
with him or you, that the Hand of an Eccleſia- 


ſtick is not to be found in the Meaſures which loſt 


thoſe Princes the Hearts and Affections of their 
Subjects. And foreſeeing I may build on the ſame 
Foundation hereafter, when I come to give a Cata- 
logue of ſome of the Meaſures that were taken to 
ſubvert the antient legal Government of this King- 
dom, thoſe lawleſs Meaſures will the better ap- 
pear, by ſtating two or three of the Principles 
on which our antient and legal Government 1s 


founded, 


1ſt, The Kingdom of England was originally 
conſtituted free, with Parliaments to repreſent the 
whole People of the Realm; and neither the 
Repreſentatives nor Repreſented are bound to any 
Law Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, but what they chuſe 


or conſent to in Parliament, 


_ 2dly, That Taxes and Subſidies cannot be im- 
poſed without Conſent of Parliament. 


3dly. That 


bs 


Ut 
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2dly. That the Legiſlature, on the Grounds of 
Liberty and the publick Good, have a Right to 
change, alter, or lay aſide any old Laws or Cu- 


ſtoms, and eſtabliſh new and others in their Places, 
as the Exigency of Times require. 


Theſe, my Lord, are Principles interwoven 
with the original Frame of this Government; they 
are fundamental Pillars of our Freedom, and they 
are the Glory of the Brizif Crown; for no King is 
ſo great as he that governs a free People, becauſe 
tis greater to govern Freemen than Slaves or 
Brutes, For theſe Reaſons this Government for its 
Policy and Wiſdom hath been admired and envied 
by all Foreigners, and ſo ſtrongly is impreſſed 
and engraven on the Natures of Engliſhmen, that 
no Force hath been able to deface it, no Toils or 
Dangers have been thought too great to defend it. 


Our Anceſtors we find before their high Altars 


iwearing in the tremendous Name of the Almighty 
to preſerve it from Violence, and religiouſly per- 
forming thoſe Vows in the Field: And moſt cer- 
tainly nothing could have loſt King James and 
King Charles the Affections and Hearts of their 
Subjects, but Attempts to change it, and from 


Freemen to make us Slaves by the Aid and Help 
of their Eccleſiaſtick Subjects. 


The Calamities which happened to this King- 
dom on that Account are freſh in every one's 
Memory, and it muſt be a melancholy thing to 
conſider, that though there hath been a different 
Succeſſion of Men in the Corporation you are 
of, yet there hath been a Succeſſion of the ſame 
Principles without any Difference at all; a Suc- 
ceſſion of Men principled to oppoſe this Parlia- 
mentary Government; and though perhaps wy 

ave 
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have made the Laws of their Country no Part of 
their Study, yet preſume to make abſolute Power 
and unlimited Obedience (abhorrent to the Conſti- 
tution) the frequent Subject of their Diſcourſes; 
altho* the whole Hierarchy or Church Government 
is eſtabliſned by Authority of Parliament, and 
they receive their Offices and Functions from 
the Law, and moreover are oblig'd and have 
{ſworn to exerciſe them as the Law directs, and 
tis a Præmunire to act otherwiſe; yet for all this, 
the Claim of Exemption from the Authority of 
Parliament and the Laws, by Divine Right, ſtill 
ſubſiſt. We are told there is Common Law Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, founded not in the Laws or Statutes of 
the Realm, but in foreign Canons, Conſtitutions, 
Ordinances and Decrees of Popes and Popiſh Synods : 
that the Popiſh Maxim, 2yod Regimen Eccleſiaſti- 
cum eſt diſtintum a Politico, is part of our Conſti- 
tution, and they have a diſtin Power of Legiſla- 
tion; that is, the Lords and Commons Spiritual (for 
ſo they ſtile themſelves) in Convocation aſſembled, 
have a Right to enact and make Laws without 
Conſent of Parliament, to bind all the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Commons of England; and to main- 
tain this wild Enthuſiaſtick Syſtem, and to ſet the 
Mitre above the Laws by the Aid of the Crown, 
they promiſed in Return to ſet the Crown above 
the Laws too, and by Pretence of their Legiſla- 
tive Authority, have enacted and decreed it ſo. 
Thus the Advancement of the Church hath been 


made the impious Pretence of enſlaving and de- 
ſtroying the People. N 


Theſe are Points, my Lord, by the bye proper 
to be thought on by thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to govern and manage this Nation. For how 
can there be Peace in that Land where Eccleſia- 
ſtical Principles are not modelled and twiſted to 


thoſe 
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thoſe of the State? But when theſe oppoſite Prin- 
ciples are agitated with Warmth and Heat, as in 
the Times of King Charles and King James they 
were, no wonder Tumults aroſe, and Men fell 
together by the Ears. 


Theſe Conſiderations, I ſay, are fit for the Ob- 
ſervation of thoſe in Authority over us; but the 
Remembrance of them 1s now proper, becauſe they 
will carry us fully into your Views, and, by and 
by, into the Grounds and Principles of thoſe Mea- 
ſures which threw theſe Kingdoms into Confuſion 
in the Times you ſpeak of. 


In the firſt place, you are pleas'd to tell us a 
great deal may be ſaid for and againſt any Form of 
Government ; pray, my Lord, how much have you 
to ſay againſt this Exglih Form of ours? If a 
great deal may be ſaid againſt it, ſpeak plainly 
out, write away, and if we cannot defend it by 
Argument and Law, by the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Right, Reaſon and Juſtice, we will be content to 
yield it up, and ſubmit with profound Paſſive 
Obedience to a French Form, or (which 1s the 
ſame thing) to the Eccleſiaſtical Syſtem above 
mentioned : You ſhall drive and yoke us like 
Cattle; we will be your Sumpters, and carry 
your Packs and Burdens when you pleaſe, if that 
be the Point you aim at. 


But it is moſt aſtoniſhing to find that you can 


ſay a great deal againſt the Exgliſo Form, and 


ſo much in Favour of the Abſolute Government 
of France, formerly a free Government, with Par- 
liaments like ours. In your Defence, written I 
am aſſured by your ſelf, it is poſitively laid down, 
that Arbitrary Power once eſtabliſhed, as in 
France, binds the Canſcience of the Subject, on 
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that there is neither Law nor Goſpel to oppoſe it; a 
moſt precious Doctrine this is, to be preach'd 
and wrote to Engliſomen ! I remember not at pre- 
ſent any Paſſive-Obedience-Man of former or later 
Days, that puſhed or ventured farther. May a 
French Form, my Lord, be introduced, the Par- 
liament laid aſide, or changed into a Parliament 
of Paris, the People enſlaved, and neither Law 
nor Goſpel to oppoſe it? My Lord, I fay, *tis 
amazing to hear the French Name and Govern- 
ment thus celebrated, thus preached and pub- 
liſhed in this your free and native Country. 


But what a dreadful Sentence is here pronounced 
againſt the Proteſtants of France, who refuſed to 
ſubmit to Popery on the Repeal of the Edict of 
Naniz! When the Orthodox Tyrant on the 
Throne, puſh'd on by his Biſhops, repeaPd that 
irrevocable Law (for ſo it was declar*d to be) the 
whole Power of his Crown was employ'd to force 
their Submiſſion to the Gallican Church: They 
opp0s*d his Power, they refus'd to ſubmit, and re- 
ſolv'd to obey God and his Laws, rather than 
Zhoſe of Men; they durſt not renounce the Cauſe 
and Goſpel of the Great Founder of their Faith, 
and chearfully took up the Croſs and march'd 
with unſhaken Conſtancy through the moſt fiery 
Tryals of this World; and their Sufferings on 
that Account muſt fill the Breaſt of every Pro- 
teſtant with Horror; dragoon'd, driven from 
Place to Place, ſtripped of all they had, and 
ſent to the Galleys if they attempted to eſcape. 
No Age or Sex was ſpared ; the Women in Nun- 
neries were ſtarved, whipped, and moſt barba- 
rouſly uſed by Spiritual Diſcipline, and by Inven- 
tions of Cruelty never before heard of or found 
out; and they who refuſed the Sacraments in the 
Article of Death, were deny'd Burial, a_ 

odies 
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Bodies caſt out amongſt other dead Carcaſes to be 
devoured by Wolves or Dogs: In ſhort, a more 


violent Perſecution is not to be found in Hiſtory. 


Were theſe Proteſtants oblig'd in point of Con- 
ſcience to turn Papiſts, and to ſubmit to the 
Idolatrous Church Government of France? Had 
they no Law nor Goſpel on their Side, and yet 
ſuffer'd for the Goſpel and for Righteouſneſs ſake ? 
My Lord, they had both to comfort and ſupport 
them, and at laſt to triumph over him who, after 
he had killed the Body, could not kill the Soul. 
How are the Sufferings of theſe glorious Martyrs 
and Confeſſors inſulted and condemned by the 
Sentence now pronounced ? They were obliged in 
point of Conſcience to ſubmit, and there was nei- 
ther Law nor Goſpel to do otherwiſe, Juſt ſo the 
French Clergy preach'd at that Time, and mag- 
nify*d the King in Sermons in blaſphemous Strains 
of Flattery for his Care of the Church. 


My Lord, what further Zeal lies behind and 
in reſerve ready to be diſcloſed when a proper Op- 
portunity comes, you beſt can tell: But this we 
may be aſſured of, the Author of this Doctrine 
will never be a Martyr to the Proteſtant Religion 
in France, or any where elſe. 


How exactly do the Principles and Practice of the 
Church on this and the other Side the Water agree ? 


Firſt, for a French Civil Government an inrooted 


Fondneſs appears in every Age amongſt us; a 
Government reſiſted and oppoſed to Death = 
our Popiſh Anceſtors. The Clergy of England, 
to make our Kings French Kings, have declar'd 
them over and over to be above Law, and have 
delivered us over to them bound Hand and Foot, 
as their proper Goods and Chatrels, to be fed and 
flay'd according to their ſacred Will and 4 
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if The Univerſity of Oxford decreed it undoubted Law, 
that our Eſtates, Wives and Children were to be deli- 
1 vered up, if required; and it was impious to diſobey, 


or, in your Lordſhip's Phraſe, there was neither 
Law nor Goſpel to oppoſe it. 


Then as to the Religion of France, where Epiſ- 
copacy ſhines in its greateſt Luſtre, the 15 
drove it out of England by Force, and ſettled the 
Reformation againſt a general Struggle and Op- 
poſition from the Clergy. But hardly was it 
finiſhed before a violent Spirit appear'd again, 
in order to reinſtate the Hierarchy in its — 
Circumſtances. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe? 
How ſhall we ever be out of Danger of a Relapſe 
while the ſame Principles are permitted to con- 
tinue, and the Clergy maintain, that the Church of 
England 1s the ſame in Diſcipline and Government 
with the Church of Rome? 


In the Reign of K. James I. this Popiſh Spirit 
broke out with the utmoſt Inſolence againſt the 
Laws which ſecured and ſettled the Reformation 
and in the next it was all that Fifteen hundred 
Pounds a Year could do to keep the Biſhops from 
being Papiſts: And though it was a principal 
Cauſe of the Tumults and Troubles of that Reign, 
and was vanquiſh'd in the Combat, yet it revi- 
ved and got Power again after the Reſtauration. 
The Biſhops loſt all manner of Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and voted firſt againſt the Bill 
for diſabling our Kings from marrying Papiſts; 
and then againſt the Bill for excluding Papiſts 
from the Throne; and a great Majority of the 
Clergy went into King James II. *tis well known, 
to advance the ſame Cauſe. A ſmall Remnant 
there was indeed, whoſe Names are to be meh” 
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tioned with Honour, who heartily joined with the 
Laity againſt Popery and Arbitrary Power. 


But further on the Head of Government, 


You lay it down in general, that *tis better to 


ſubmit to any Form of Government, than attempt to 


change it: All wiſe and good Men (ſay you) would 
rather /ubmit than change: Conteſts (my Lord) 
about Things of little Importance are ridiculous, 
and I may not charge you with preaching abſo- 
lutely againſt altering, changing, or making new 
Laws in the eſtabliſh'd Methods of the Legiſla- 
ture. Then let us examine a little, and ſee how it 
ſtands with the Practice of the Kingdom, and the 
Laws that have been made in the more important 
Changes of the State; in which Senſe, I ſuppoſe, 
you mean 1t ſhould be taken. 


Firſt, as to the Church or Hierarchy, the Re- 
formation will be numbred, I believe, among the 
greater Changes of State, becauſe the Church in 
every part of Diſcipline and Government, was alter'd 
by Parliament. I ask, Were there no wi/e and good 
Men concern'd in that Change? Was it better to 
be Papiſts than Proteſtants ? better to ſubmit to 
Romiſh Superſtition, and to the ſame blind Obe- 
dience, as a Horſe obeyeth his Maſter? I know 
the Clergy thought ſo at that Time, labour'd 
this Doctrine of Submiſſion, and rail'd at the Re- 
formers as Infidels, and Men given to Change; 
and the Writings of the Clergy in every Time 
ſince are fill'd with open Exclamations, or ſown 
thick with latent Principles and Arguments againſt 
it. But the Fact is notoriouſly known; they 
who were then intruſted with our Liberties, con- 
temned, rejected, and oppos'd this flaviſh Doctrine 
of Submiſſion, as contrary to the fundamental Prin- 
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ciples of this free Government. And though the 
Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom from all An- 
tiquity are one continued Proof of this Practice, 
on the Grounds of Liberty and the publick Good, 
yet the Church, on Principle, 1s conſtantly fighting 
againſt it: And cenſure and condemn thoſe Prin- 
ciples as often as you will; commit to the Flames 
every Day the Books that teach them, yet the 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience will force itſelf abroad 
in ſome Shape or other, better to /ubmit than change, 
tis want of Duty and Allegiance to attempt any Alte- 
rations in Church or State. 


In the next Place, this Rule ftrikes with equal 
Force againſt the Reſtauration; which was another 
great Change from a Commonwealth to Monar- 
chy. Here again I ask, Were there no wiſe and 
good Men concern'd in bringing about the Re- 
ſtauration and Epiſcopal Government? If you ſay 
it was for the Good of the Church, and that they 
were Patriots and pious Men who brought it 
about, then you confeſs your Doctrine is not true, 
and that in ſome Caſes *tis better to change than 
ſubmit, and that Changes in the State, for the 
Good of the Church, are right. And in this, my 
Lord, we can believe you, becauſe we know it to 
be an old Church-Principle, The Clergy, who 
endeavour*d to change and reverſe this free Govern- 
ment into a Freucb Form, in the Times of King 
James and King Charles I. pretended to plead both 
Law and Goſpel for it, 


Again, If it be better to ſubmit than change, 
and *ris want of Duty and Allegiance (as *tis ſaid) to 
attempt any Alteration in Church or State, let us con- 


ſider how this Doctrine fits and applies itſelf to the 


Revolution, the moſt glorious, happy, and impor- 
tant Change that ever was made in this State. 
| NO 
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| Now whoever maintains and avows the Principle, 


that *tis better to ſubmit to any Form of Government, 
than attempt to change it; and further, that *tis want 
of Duty and Allegiance to attempt it, confidently ar- 
raigns the Honour and Juſtice of that great Event 
on which the preſent Settlement of the Crown, the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, and his Majeſty*s Govern- 
ment is founded; and I will be bold to ſay, more 
dangerous Principles could not be taught by the 
moſt mortal Enemy to his Majeſty and his Go- 
vernment. 


The Argument ſtands thus: 


« It is want of Duty and Allegiance to attempt 
„ Alterations in the State; 


But the Revolution was brought about by an 
% Attempt to make Alterations in the State: 


Therefore the Attempt to bring about the Re- 
« volution was want of Duty and Allegiance. 


The ſame Concluſion neceſſarily ariſes with re- 
ſpect to the Act of Settlement, which was made 
to extinguiſh the Hopes of the Pretender, and 


to change the Deſcent of the Crown from Pa- 


piſts to Proteſtants, and to fix the Succeſſion in 
his Majeſty's Illuſtrious Houſe ; But, according to 
this Doctrine, changing the Succeſſion by Act of 
Parliament, was want of Duty and Allegiance to ſome 
Body or other, at preſent not proper to be named. 


I cannot think, my Lord, you meant to carry 
your Doctrine thus far; tho? in your Defence *tis 
poſitively faid your Sermon was the Reſult of cool 
Deliberation and ſober Thought, and that the Biſhop 


is ſincere in what he ſays; all that I will fay to 
1c 
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it is, if the Biſhop is ſincere, he will excuſe me 


if I fay 'tis Sincerity, Eccleſiaſtical Sincerity, of 


which the People of England have had long Expe- 
perience | | 


In the Reign of K. Charles II. the Clergy preach'd 
and wrote with the ſame Zeal and Sincerity : They 
faid, it was contrary to Duty and Allegiance to 
change or alter the Succeſſion, and unanimouſly voted 

aint the Bill for excluding a Papiſt from the 

hrone, and forbid all Fellowſhip with Men given 
to change, and one of our Univerſities in the ſame 
Reign ſincerely decreed it Damnation to change it. 
What other Inſtances of like Sincerity are to be found 
in after Times, I could, but I forbear, to mention; 


but it muſt be remembred, that thoſe Principles 


have been as heartily oppos'd, and more than once 
condemned by Authority, as ftriking at the very 
Root of the Reformation, the Revolution, and all 


the legal Changes that have been made in Church 
and State. 


From hence it hath happened that theſe Princi- 
ples lie ſilent and conceal'd for a Seaſon ; but on the 
firſt Opportunity out they come again for Tryal, 


to ſee if the People will ſwallow them. Bur it 


is good Prudence (and the Authors never fail to 


fling in equivocal and deceitful Limitations) and 


Marter for Evaſion and Defence. The great 


Doctors who have trod in thoſe Paths, and 


taught the Peſtilent Doctrines of Abſolute Power, 
the [legality of Reſiſtance in the utmoſt Extent, 
had their happy Diſtinctions and Savings to eſcape 


by; and your Lordſhip, it muſt be confeſs'd, 


hath peculiar Skill and Ability that way: But after 
the Fervency, the Copiouſneſs and Latitude in which 
your Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience is delivered, 

| for 


3 
for my own part, I confeſs I can ſee no Limitations 
that can ſerve you: If you ſhould fay, Gentlemen, 


be not offended, I meant not to preſs you to a blind 


unlimited Obedience; I could never think you 
ſhould be inſenſible, motionleſs, and reſt like Logs 
on the Place you are laid or bid to ſtand ; No, I 
aſſure you, I meant no ſuch Thing; for it is your 
undoubted Birthright and Inheritance to move about, 
and to change your Shoes, your Linen, or upper 
Garments, it you have any to change, I ſay, if you 
made ſuch a Speech as this, we ſhould think it 
ridiculous, and yet *tis all I can find your Doctrine 
leaves us. But the People of England (my Lord) 
are not Fools; they are not to be amuſed and blinded 
with artful Diſtincqtions; the moſt ignorant of them 
all, knows he's a Freeman, and the plain and ſen- 
ſible Difference between a legal Government, which 
makes him free, and a lawleſs Form by Will and 
Pleaſure, that makes him a Slave. There can be 
no Difficulty in finding out his Meaning, who 
teacheth if Arbitrary ks is once eſtabliſhed, 
there is neither Law nor Goſpel to oppoſe it; and he 
muſt have put out his Eyes and Sex/es both, that 
ſees not Slavery lurking behind it. | 


The common People, my Lord, are moreover 
ſurrounded every where by a knowing and learned 
Gentry, who are able to inſtruct them in the Prin- 
ciples on which the Conſtitution is grounded, who 
are prepar'd at all Times, in the way of Argument, 
to produce from every Part of our Hiſtory, Re- 
cords and Memorials of Antiquity inconteſtable 
Evidences of our Freedom, and to ſhew that it 1s 
the indiſpenſable Duty and Function of Parliament, 
to change and make Laws for Church and State; 


and that he who denies this, contradicts and denies 
the Conſtitution to be what in Eſſence and Nature it 
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is; contradicts and condemns the Voice and Tenor 


of all our Laws, and every Act of the ſupreme 
Legiſlative Power, by which ſuch Alterations have 


been made by our Popiſh and Proteſtant Ance- 


ſtors, who conſtantly oppos'd theſe laviſh Church 
Maxims with all their Force, that they might 


tranſmit to Poſterity the Government as free as 


they receiv'd it, for which End they regulated the 


Eccleſiaſtick State in every Part as they ſaw fit; 


Biſhopricks they erected and endowed, and (as 
they had a Right to do) diſſolved them again as 
Occaſion required. Once there were ſeven Mitres 
in this Kingdom ; then they were encreaſed to Fifty 
odd : After this they changed that Policy, and 
reduc'd them again to Twenty-/ix. And when any 
further Regulations or Changes of that Kind be- 
come neceſſary, the Legiſlature, for the publick 
Good, have a Right, and are bound to make 
them. ny 


From this ſummary Account of our legal Con- 
ſtitution and the Principles of the Church, this T7a- 
ditionary Doctrine of Obedience, as it is taught and 
defin'd in every Age, appears to the Reader, by 
irrefragable Experience, to be repugnant to the 
fundamental Laws of this Land, and is in Truth 
a bottomleſs Gulph to ſwallow up the Rights both 
of Prince and People. The Tranſition is this 
the People are bound to a blind Submiſſion to the 
Crown; and the Crown is again bound over as 
blindly to obey and depend on the Mitre, to 
which Princes, they ſay, owe the ſame Obedience 
and Subjection as the meaneſt of their Vaſſals, and 
by this Gradation the Power and Government of 
the Kingdoms of the World come at laſt into 
their Hands ; nor could a deeper Policy to effect 
it be contriv' d or invented by the Wit of Man. 

As 


World hath been 


L independent 


- N 
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22 be Church 65 Lordſkip ns it much 
bitten; than I) acquir'd by Degrees moſt: over- 
grown Power and Wealth. * — all and follow me 


| was ber Stile, Apprehenſions aroſe very ſgon, that 


all was given away, Poſterity might grumble, 
to find themſelves under the Dominion and Mercy 

of Churchmen, and be apt to take back what chen 
Anceſtors fo fonliſhly had parted with. Your Lord- 


_ hip knows, that nothing, on Earth, could ſo well 


ſecure that Dominion to the Church as a blind and 
implicit Obedience to the Clergy. and to gain this 

important Point, and to force it upon the Laity, 
all che Terror and Thunder, of this and the next 
—— and all the Means 
which Luft of Power inſpire, have been us'd. 
in Pulpits, Synods, and general Councils. This 
Syſtem; or Demwions laid down to be diſtinct and 


di vino, Abſolute, Infallible and Immutable by any 
ſecular Authority whatſoever ;- that the Determina- 
tions and Laws of the, Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlature 


are Sacra precepta,. of divine Obligation, bind all 
Men, ang are to be obeyꝭd on Pain of Damnation 


in the next World: andin this the Clergy are war- 
ranted by God's e a A A the 
Diſevediens.. 95 e 2 ; = 


1 But, my Land. ns er $7 VEL are 20 
mitted to follow ſuch Principles and Maxims, ours, 
tho violently inelin'd, was never ſuffer'd to do it, 


no not in the Times of Popery, much leſs may it 


now. The People of England never gave their 
Clergy ſuch Power and Dominion over them, no 
Legiſlative or independent Authority, fave pc. as 
other Corporations have, to make Bye- Laws to 
bind themſelves, but — Laity: „ as to 
This, wn WR Infallible, 50 Immutable Dreume, 
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is; contradicts and condenins the Voice and Tenor 
of all our Laws, and every Act of the ſupreme 
Legiſlative Power, by which ſuch Alterations have 
been made by our Popiſh and Proteſtant Ance- 
ſtors, who conſtantly oppos'd theſe laviſh Church 
Maxims with all their Force, that they might 
tranſmit to Poſterity the Government as free as 
they receiv*d it, for which End they regulated the 
Eccleſiaſtick State in every Part as they ſaw fit; 
Biſhopricks they erected and endowed, and (as 
they had a Right to do) diſſolved them again as 
Occaſion required. Once there were ſeven Mitres 
in this Kingdom ; then they were encreaſed to Fifty 
odd : After this they changed that Policy, and 
reduc'd them again to Twenty-ſix. And when any 
further Regulations or Changes of that Kind be- 
come neceſſary, the Legiſlature, for the publick 


Good, have a Right, and are bound to make 
them. 


From this ſummary Account of our legal Con- 
ſtitution and the Principles of the Church, this Ta- 
ditionary Doctrine of Obedience, as it is taught and 
deſin'd in every Age, appears to the Reader, by 
irrefragable Experience, to be repugnant to the 
fundamental Laws of this Land, and is in Truth 
a bottomleſs Gulph to ſwallow up the Rights both 
of Prince and People. The Tranſition is this 
the People are bound to a b/ind Submiſſion to the 
Crown; and the Crown is again bound over as 
blindly to obey and depend on the Mitre, to 
which Princes, they ſay, owe the ſame Obedience 
and Subjection as the meaneſt of their Vaſſals, and 
by this Gradation the Power and Government of 
the Kingdoms of the World come at laſt into 
their Hands; nor could a deeper Policy to effect 
it be contriv'd or invented by the Wit of Man. 


As 
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As the Church (your Lordſhip knows it much 

better than 1) acquir d by Degrees moſt over- 
rown Power and Wealth. — Give all and follow me 

was her Stile, Apprehenſions aroſe very ſoon, that 
when all was given away, Poſterity might grumble, 
to find themſelves under the Dominion and Mercy 
of Churchmen, and be, apt to take back what their 
Anceſtors ſo fooliſhly had parted with. Your Lord- 
ſhip knows, that nothing, on Earth, could ſo well 
ſecure that Dominion to the Church as a blind and 
ke Obedience to the Clergy ; and to gain this 

mportant Point, and to force it upon the Laity, 
al the Terror and Thunder of this and the next 
World hath been invented; and all the Means 
which Luſt of Power could inſpire, have been us'd 
in Pulpits, Synods, and general Councils. This 
Syſtem or Dominion is laid down to be diſtinct and 
independent on the State; that it is moreover Jure 
divino, Abſolute, Infallible and Immutable by any 
ſecular Authority whatſoever ; that the Determina- 
tions and Laws of the Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlature 
are Sacra precepta, of divine Obligation, bind all 
Men, and are to be obey'd on Pain of Damnation 
in the next World: and in this the Clergy are war- 
ranted by God's Word to ſmite and puniſh the 
Diſobedient, 


But, my Lord, however other Churches are per- 
mitted to follow ſuch Principles and Maxims, ours, 
tho? violently inclin*d, was never ſuffer'd to do it, 
no not in the Times of Popery, much leſs may it 
now. The People of England never gave their 
Clergy ſuch Power and Dominion over them, no 
Legiſlative or independent Authority, ſave only as 
other Corporations have, to make Bye-Laws to 
bind themſelves, but not-the Laity: And as to 
this Jure Infallible, and Immutable Dreams, 
a D ter 
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they have never been regarded but as Church Er- 
rantry and Spiritual Romance; they found in all 
Times, and often by grievous Experience, that the 
Clergy were Men of fallible and mortal-make, and 
reſtrain*d, cenſur*d, depriv*d and puniſh*d them, 
and oblig'd them to conform to the Laws, and 
never yet could be preach'd or wrote out of their 
Senſes and free Government. 


In the 4th Year of Henry VIII. the Parliament 
took from the Church à Privilege of Sanctuary; 
that is to ſay, that Murderers and Robbers in 
Churches and on the Highways, and Men in their 
Houſes, ſhould not be protected in Churches and 
Monaſteries for ſuch Crimes; by Force of which 
(ſaith a grave and learned Man of that Time) 
many horrible Murderers and Houſe-breakers were 


executed, to the common Good and Profit of the 
Realm. | 


One would think it incredible, that this juſt 
and neceſſary Law ſhould offend or be oppoſed ; 
but it was a Diminution of the Church's Power; 
and tho? in the ſmalleſt Point, yet a great Preacher, 
a furious, hot and intemperate Zealot of 'that 
Time, in his Sermon at Paul's Croſs, inveighed 
moſt bitterly againſt the Parliament : He did not 
(indeed he durſt not) call them the Pets of Govern- 
ment, a Pack of miſcreant, factious and ſeditious 
Wretches ; but he faid what was tantamount, 
he openly pronounced the Act to be null and void, 
as being againſt the Law of God, and that the 
King and Parliament had incurred the Cenſures 
of the Church, and cited a Canon for it. He ad- 
ded, no doubt, that this Act ſhook Foundations, 
and threaten'd the Diſſolution of the whole Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Syſtem, and gave ſtrong Intimation, to 
be fure, that Parliaments ought to be tyed Neck 
and Heels. ' And 
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And tho' this was in the Times of Popery, 
yet the ſame Principle hath continued with more 
or leſs Reſerve, Your Lordſhip is pleas'd to cite 
no Canon, but you tell the Parliament to their 
Face, That *tis want of Duty and Allegiance to 
«© attempt any Alteration in the Church or State, 
but it ſprings from the ſame Fountain: The Prin- 
ciple of Paſſive Obedience, like Goliath's Sword, care- 
fully is preſerv'd, and laid up in the Temple be- 
hind the Ephod, ready to be drawn, as favour- 
able Opportunities come; and ſo ſtrong and vio- 
lent is the Spirit for Independency, that *tis daily 
at work within Doors and without in Pamphlets, 
News Papers, Sermons and Codes; we ee it in 
the prodigious Induſtry that is uſed to get all Li- 
vings out of the Hands of Laymen, and in the 
Attempt that was made not long ago to take the 
Livings out of the Gift of the Great Seal: We 
ſee it in the continual Attack, which, from Wolſey 
down to this Time, hath been made upon the Preſs, 
as an Engine that interrupts Eccleſiaſtick Schemes 
of Power; but, my Lord, Time, which tries all 
Things, hath made it enough appear, that the 
People will not only not part with their Laws and 
Conſtitution, but will oblige Eccleſiaſticks to ſub- 
mit to em: One Syſtem of Laws for one People 
is enough; and *tis but fit that one and the ſame 
People ſhould be governed by one and ſame Laws. 


For God's Sake, my Lord, I ſeriouſly ask it, 
What is this for? For what End this reſtleſs, 
inſatiable Thirſt for Power ? Where is the 
Senſe or Uſe of Power in Religion? If it be 
uſed to cure Men of Error, that lies in the Un- 

derſtanding, and ſo out of its Reach, Torturing 
the Body will no more cure the Soul, than bruſp- 
ing a Man's Coat will cure him of the Cholick, 
D 2 And 
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And again, if beating the Body for the Soul's 
Fault be proper Diſcipline for Unity and Conver- 
ſion, then a Lyon or a Dog may convert as well 
as a Man: better no Revelation had been made at 
all, than to be made the Inftrument of Anger and 

eruel Rage; but the great Author of our Religion, 
your Lordſhip knows, began his Buſineſs quite 
another way; He won Men to his Church by ob- 
liging them; He fed them; He cured their bodily 
Infirmities, and did them every other good Office. 
The Apoſtles propagated his Religion by the 
ſame Means, and by their own, not others Suffer- 
ings ; and from thence it grew and flouriſhed for 
ſeveral hundred Years before it had any temporal 
Power to ſupport it 3 nay, when temporal Power 
was againſt it: and if thoſe Methods had conti- 
nued, the World had had more Chriſtians, and 
more Peace; but this inceſſant Greedine/s after 
Power, ſcandalouſiy ſuppoſing that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion hath not Truth on its Side, and needs Power 
to ſupport the Perittes it delivers, hath drove 
Unity out of the Church, Peace out of the State, 
and Obedience and Reverence to the Laws and Sta- 
tutes of the Realm, out of the Conſciences of Men. 
Hiſtory is full of the miſchievous Conſequences that 
have ſpread in different Times, Degrees and Pro- 
portions, from this Cauſe, and particularly that 
of King James and King Charles I. And ſeeing 
your Lordſhip declines to enter into the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times, I will from thence draw a brief 
Catalogue of Meaſures, obviouſly riſing out of 
the Principles or Maxims above mentioned, and 
which were the main Cauſe cf the Tymults and 


the War, and properly called, on that Account, 
Bellum Epiſcopale. 


In the Reign of King James I. this old Church- 
Spirit for Power independent on the State, broke 


out 


e En 


i. 


out almoſt with an irreſiſtable Force (after it had 
been long kept under) in, the preceding Reign, 
and a Project was form'd at the ſame Time to 
open a Way not only for the Religion, but Go- 
vernment of France. Numberleſs are the Facts 
to demonſtrate this Truth. But a Letter written 
by the Prince, afterwards King Charles I. in an- 


ſwer to one from the Pope, repreſents it ſtrong 
4 


In this Letter, the Pope, who is ſtyPd Mef 
Holy Father, is told by the Prince, “ He would 

* endeavour to the utmoſt to reduce Peace and 
C Union into the Chriſtian World; that he was 
& incouraged unto it by the known Inclination and 
*« ardent Deſire of his Royal Father; that he would 
« abſtain from ſuch Actions which might teſtify 
e his Hatred to the Roman Catholicx Religion ; 
and that we might «nanimorſly grow up into 
% one Faith, he valued no Labour, no Watch- 
«© ing, no not the Hazard of his Life.” This 
ſhews the Temper and Deſign of that and the 
ſucceeding Reign ; and though neither Court nor 


_ Clergy, that joyn'd in the Project, could hope to 


ſucceed without throwing Things into Confuſion, 
for 'tis extreme Ignorance of that Spirit, which 
hath defended this Conſtitution in every Age, to 
believe the People would eaſily part with it, and 
ſuffer a Change of Condition, of all others on 
Earth the hardeſt to be born; that is, from Free- 
men to be made Slaves: Yet the Clergy went 
boldly to work, Eccleſiaſtical Grandeur being 
only to be advanced that way; no Labour, no 
Watching, no Hazard were thought too great to 
effect it; at Court inceſſanily corrupting the Con- 
ſcience of their Sovereign; and in Sermons and 
Writings railing eternally at Parliaments, and 
preaching up the Popiſh Doctrine of Pa} * 

ience 
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dience in the State, in order to bring the People 
under a Popiſh blind Submiſſion and Dependance 
on themſelves; till at laſt the Lord Digby, a Fol- 
lower of the King, expreſly owns it, Their In- 
«« ſolencies and Exorbitances grew ſo great, their 
Vengeance fo laid, as if it was meant, no Ge- 
«© neration, no Degree, no Complexion of Man- 
kind ſhould eſcape: It was all fifteen hundred 
Pounds a Year could do to keep them from pro- 
fefſing Popery. My Lord, Ab hoc fonte clades, 
from this Root ſprang Animoſities, Tumults, and at 
length a Civil War. 


In the firſt of King James the Pulpits rung with 
the Doctrine, that the King was above, and not 
bound by the Laws; that if he took any Thing 
without Parliament, it was his Rigot; if in Par- 
liament, his Grace; that Sub/idies were not Gifts, 
but * Duties; that whatſoever Kings do, who ſhall 
fay, Why doſt thou this? The Biſhop of Briſtol 
made an Attack upon Freedom of Speech, 
and maintain'd in a printed Book, ꝙ that the 
Commons had no Right or Privilege of Speech in 
Parliament; and many Members were impriſoned 
and ſeverely handled for their Speeches within 
Doors. The next Step was to reſtrain it without; 
for both muſt ſtand or fall together; ſo the Preſs 
was trained, and all Tongues were ſtruck dumb 
by illegal Proclamations. Mr. Martyn in the 
Houſe of Commons complain'd of this Violence; 
The Clergy, ſaid he, preach in Pulpits, and write 
in Corners, of Prerogative, becauſe 'tis the high 
Road to Preferment, : They infuſe ill Principles 
into the King; but to meet with the Miſchief, 
he faid he had drawn a Bill to make it Felony to 


* Biſhop Harſuet. 
+ Thornbury, Biſhop of Briſtol. 
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thoſe who preſumed to riſe by the publick Dan- 


N gers, but upon Advice had alter'd it to make 
5 them Villains, that they and their Paſterity might 
: feel the Bondage which they would lay upon 
« others: This, ſaid he, may ſecure us, or leave 
t XZ a Monument to Poſterity behind us, to ſhew 
Vue do unwillingly endure Servitude. Dr. Cowell in 
p a2 Book aſſerted divers Points to the Overthrow 
1 and Deſtruction of Parliaments, and the funda- 
3 > mental Laws and Government of the Kingdom, 
» and declared that Trials by Jury, in Caſes of 
- Prohibition, were by ten Knaves and two Fools, 
Mile others maintained, that Prohibitions to Ec- 
dleſiaſtical Courts were againſt the Law of God. 
h his was the Conduct of the Clergy all that 
c Reign. 
g if 
1 Do you think the People of England tamely 
＋ . ſubmitted to have theſe Chains hung about their 
il Necks? No; they ſtruggled and defended them- 
ol ſelves with the ſame noble Spirit that appears 
ly in all Ages, to defend the Conſtitution from 
* > Force and Violence; they looked out for the Of- 
in fenders, and chaſtiſed them; and firſt on Worn- 
d * bury, Biſhop of Briſtol, for writing againſt Privi- 
in lege of Speech; then on Parker, for a Sermon 
5 * preach'd at St. Paul's, reflecting on the Houſe of 
15 Commons. Then Dr. Cowel was taken into Cu- 
1b ſtody, and his Book condemned to the Flames, 
ne a Judgment which the Sermon before me hath yet 
5 eſcaped. Then they lay hold on Neal, Biſhop of 
te Lincoln, for Words ſpoken in the Houſe of Lords 
4 in Derogation of their Rights, and for preſuming 
es to maintain that the Commons had no Right to 
f, diſpute about Impoſitions, and diſſuading the Lords 
to from Conference, and affirming that the Spirits 


of the Commons would be andutiſul and editions, 
or, in Modern Language, the Peſts of Govern- 
c : ment, 


4 


ment, a Pack of miſcreant, factious, ſeditious, 
and republican Fellows. Upon this the Houſe 
immediately reſolved to ſurceaſe all further Buſi- 
neſs till Satisfaction was made. He explained 
himſelf at laſt, and recanted with Tears in his 
Eyes; and yet one that hath written in the De— 
fence of your Doctrine, has the Confidence to ſay, 
that the Hand of an Eccleſiaſtick is not to be 
found in the Meaſures of this Reign. 


Now the Cry againſt Popiſh Innovations, and 
to reform the Church, and to maintain the Privi- 
leges of Parliament, began to be heard more and 
more. On the other hand, the Trumpet ſounded 
as loud in Sion againſt the Authority of Parlia- 
ment; ſo that in the Seſſions of the 18th of that 
King, the Commons were obliged to come to a 
vigorous and ſolemn Reſolution touching their 
own and the Rights of the Kingdom, which 1s 
entred in their Journals for Poſterity, to ſee the 
noble Stand they made, and is in Subſtance as 
follows: | 


« That the Juriſdictions and Privileges of Par- 
e liament were the antient and undoubted Birth- 
right and Inheritance of the Subjects of Eng- 
land; that the Maintenance and making of Laws 
« for Redreſs of Grievances in Church and State, 
« were Matters of Council and Debate in Parlia- 
“ ment, wherein every Member hath, and of 
« Right ought to have Freedom of Speech. 


At this the Church- Empſoms and Dudleys, and 
the wicked Inſtruments for Arbitrary Power and 
a French Government, were ſtung with the greateſt 
Rage, and forthwith diſſolved the Parliament; and 
*tis an honeſt Indignation in him who is offended 
with the Conſequences of that Meaſure : the King 
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loſt the Affections of the People at home; and his 
Reputation was ſo miſerably ſunk abroad by 
thoſe who underſtood the Genius and Govern- 
ment of England, that they treated him with the 
loweſt Contempt; he was the Subject of their 
Comedies and droll Pictures; they repreſented 
him with a Scabbard without a Sword, and with 
his Pockets hanging out, and Moneyleſs : In ſhort, 
the Ferments over the Nation at this Time were 
Preſages of thoſe which after broke our. 


In this Situation Things ſtood when K. Charles I. 
came to the Crown 1625; and happy for him 
had it been, if he had been adviſed to make the 
Laws the Rule of his Government, and relied on 
his Parliaments z but he fatally trod in the ſame 
Steps with his Father, and ſet out under the ſame 
Guides. Laud, Biſhop of London ſoon came into 
the Management of Afﬀairs, by whoſe Zeal for 
the Church it was prophetically told, this Nation 
would be ſet on Fire. Then Montague, Manwa- 
ring, Sybthorp, with others of that Stamp, fell to 
railing in their Books and Sermons at Parliaments 
and Laws of the Liberties of the Kingdom ; two 
Parliaments were called and diſſolved within leſs 
than a Year. It ſeems to have been intended, 
that no more ſhould be called; but this is Fact, 
Sir Robert Cotton (to whom the People of England 
are ſo infinitely obliged for his noble Library) was 
called before the Council to deliver his Opinion 
in point of Law and Hiſtory on that Subject ; 
and he delivered it in a moſt learned Speech, and 
ſhewed that the Parliament was that noble Body 
of the State where Laws both for Church and Com- 
monwealth had ever been made; that the King 
might not govern without Parliament; and con- 
cluded with his Advice to call one forthwith : 
That Advice was followed; and tho* greater Sup- 
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lies were given in that Parliament than had been 
* yet it was precipitately diflolved in the Year 
1628. And moſt certainly there had never been 
another, had not the deſperate State of the Nation 
twelve Years afterwards made it unavoidable. 


Now the Clergy appear'd in Luſtre and the 
higheſt Content ; the Convocation, the pretended 
Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlature, was in its Aſcendant by 
getting rid of Parliaments, and poſſibly for ever; 
and to ſuppreſs the daily Murmurings on that 
Account, a Proclamation came out, prohibiting 
all Men, under great Pains, to ſpea or write of 
the /i//ing of the Parliament; and to inforce Obe- 
dience, and conſecrate the Tyranny, the Clergy | 

ſolemnly read it in Churches. Juſt as Lewis XI. 
of France, prohibited all Men to ſpeak of the * 
ſitting of the Parliament, before he feized upon 
the Liberties of his Country. Our Clergy taught 
at the ſame Time, and I believe the French did ſo 
too, that Proclamations and Edicts were the higheſt 
Laws, and aſſerted, that the Lords and Commons 
of this Kingdom had no more Share in the mak- 
ing of Laws, than a Beggar has in one's Alms. 
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In this Situation the King ſoon found himſelf 
reduc'd to Streights and Difficultics for Money, 
which, by the fundamental Laws of the Land, 
could not be levied on the People without their Conſent 
in Parliament. The Church, always true to the 
King, preſently undertook to deliver him out of 
Want, and to furniſh out Ways and Means for 
Supply; for which Purpoſe, with all their Force, 
they reviv'd the Doctrine of the former Reign, 
That the King was not bound by the Laws; 
that he might impoſe Loans or Taxes at Will 
and Pleaſure without "Conſent of Parliament; 
and that it was Impiety, Diſloyalty, OR, 
2 „ an 
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<« and againſt the Law of God; nay, and eternal 
« Damnation, to diſobey. 


This was the Abje& and Slaviſh Doctrine of 
Obedience, that was recommended to Frecmen 
and Britons by thoſe infamous Advocates for Ar 
bitrary Power and a French Government, who were 
inceſſantly at work to raiſe themſelves above Law, 
beyond which there can be no Meaſure or Rule of 
Things; nothing to interrupt their Progreſs to 
unlimited Dominion, or glutting themſelves with 
Power. But this Doctrine would not paſs for 
Goſpel. ' tbe 


The next Step that was taken, was to try to 
paſs it off for Law; and ſo it was legaliz'd in 
Weſtminſter-Hall in the Caſe of Ship-Money by 
Opinions that were really nothing elſe but Gather- 
ings and Droppings from the. Pulpit. And when 
this would not go down, nor the People ſubmit to 
an Arbitrary Government and the utter Extinction 
of Parliaments ; up got the Church again, true as 
Stee] to Arbitrary Power, to cram this bitter Pill 
down their Throats, and in 1640. it was declared 
and enacted, by the Lords and Commons Spiritual 
in Convocation aſſembled, and by Authority . of 
the ſame, that Monarchy was Jure divino to be 
expounded, that every Regal Act, Edict or Com- 
mand, by Proclamation or otherwiſe, was warranted 
by divine Precept, and that there was neither Law 
nor Goſpel to oppoſe it. | 


With Zbeſe Steps, my Lord, many others, which 
I have not Time to enumerate, are to be found ; 
and as theſe outlandiſh Politicks obtain'd and got 
Ground in the State, they gradually moved and 
advanced in the Church. Popiſh Ceremonies were 
actually introduced and impoſed ; Popiſh Tenets 
| E 2 defended 
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defended in licenſed Books and Sermons; publick 
Acts and Diſputation; the Biſhops could hardly be 
kept from profeſſing Popery; the moſt zealous 
that way were preferr'd, and they had their Ears 
lopp'd off, or feverely proſecuted, who could not 
conform. I have read, that new Streets at Amſter- 


dam were built for Fugitives from Eccleſiaſtical | 


* 


Tyranny. 


As to Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, that was claitn'd 
to be Jure divino; and Land threaten'd the Judges 
of the Common-Pleas to go to St. Paul's and ex- 
communicate them, for making Rules to ſhew 
Cauſe why a Prohibition ſhould not go in an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Cauſe, and actually procured a Commiſſion 
from the Crown, to authorize Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
to proceed without any Subordination or Controll 
on the Temporal Courts. In Temporal» Affairs 
Eccleſiaſtical Tenants were laid under arbitrary 
and heavy Fines; and when a great Body from 
the Country drew up their Complaints to be laid 
before the Parlament in April 1640, the Principal 
of them were impriſoned by the Archbiſhop's Pro- 
curement for preſuming to complain,  _. 


Theſe, my Lord, are ſome of the Steps and 


Meaſures (it would be endleſs to trace all) that 


preceded the Tumults: which now came on apace 


for I think within a Month (after the laſt Act of 


Violence) the Archbiſhop was ſack'd in his Houſe 
at Lambeth, From hence let the Reader judge, 
if the * Lord Digby had not Cauſe to ſay, © Their 
* Infolences and Exorbitances were ſo great, their 
Vengeance laid ſo deep, as if it were meant no 
„ Generation, no Degree, no Complexion of Man- 
** kind ſhould eſcape.” From hence let all Men 


* Lord Dighy's Speech. Edit. 64 1. c 
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of Equity and Candor detertnine, if theſe were not 
enough to raiſe Tumults and Commotions in a 
Free and Proteſtant Kingdom: Nor is it to be 
forgot, that the Tumults did not begin (ſo pa 
tiently Men bore their Sufferings) till the Prod 
ſtarit Religion and the Laws were upon the Point 
of Expiring, if not actually Extinct, the whole 
Frame of this Conſtitution diſſolved, and Slavery 
taught to be our Inheritance by divine Rig bt. But, my 
Lord} to be enflav*d by Eccleſiaſticks was the more 
grie vous to be born; for the Clergy to deſtroy 
the People, by whiſe Munificence they are made 
great with Titles and Honours, with large Revenues 
and Endowments, was an inflaming Circumſtance, 
an Aggra vation of Guilt, which no Time will ſuffer 
to be forgotten; and the rather, ſince Year after 
Year the ſame Principles are preach*d and avow'd, 
and thoſe Meaſures juſtify'd which kindled the 


Fire, that never left burning till it had conſum'd 


the Perſon and Office of our Sovereign, and then 
conclude with loading the People, both dead and 
ith, with all the Wannen of thoſe Times. 


5 1 know you will appeal to your Sermon; and 
tell us, you have not fo e ayes the Meaſures 
of that Time, and that in p. 11. you ſpeak thus: 
J will not ſay there had been no Ottofion given on the 
Part of the Court for Fealoufies and Fears. © Theſe 
are the ſoft and tender Words by which you repre- 
fent the Meaſures of thofe Times; you will not 
ſay there was no Occaſion, but will not ſuffer your 
felt once to affirm or be poſitive that there was any 
real Occaſion fo much as for Fealouſies and Fears. 
How agreeable this is to the Regard which ought 
to be had to Hiſtorical Truth; how conſiſtent 
with Fact or ingenuous Writing, the Reader ſhall 
judge between us; but what follows after in the 
ſame Page is capable of no Excuſe : Whatever 

wrong 
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wrong Meaſures (ſay you) had been taken which 
might endanger the Liberty of the hy 25th tho* what 
was moſt offenſive of that Kind was done by the Ad- 
vice of the Council and Judges, and were all Men 
of good Character, for whom you ſeem to have a 
particular Reſpect. I ſhall not trouble myſelt with 
their Characters, which Hiſtory however ſhews in 
a quite different Light : but is Slavery, my Lord, 
the beiter, or do Chains fit ligbter or eafier on Men 
by being impos'd and put on by Men of Character? 
Why an Apology for them at this time of Day, 
and their Actions mentioned with cool and deliberate 
Reſerve ? Is it not extraordinary, my Lord, that a 
Meaſure ſo abhorrent to this Conſtitution, as Ship- 
Money was, ſo often condemned as a deteſted 
Meaſure, a notorious Breach of Magna Charta, is 
flid over with great Skill, and not once own'd by 
you to be a wrong or illegal Act; and not only 
ſo, but applauding the Perſons who advis'd it. 
Could two Popiſh Archbiſhops denounce the moſt 
fearful Curſes againſt the impious Violators of the 
great Charter, and you give the Violators your 
Bleſſing, and extenuate their Crime? Can this be 
faid or done by any one that is not of the ſame 
Opinion with thoſe who advis'd it? We know 
your Predeceſſors preached and promoted it, and 
we know the ſame Principles continue: But then, 
my Lord, in Decency you ſhould have ſpar'd the 

Ling a little more; for they who reſpectully con- 
ſider his Misfortunes, will attribute his unhappy 
Fate to thoſe, and thoſe only, who advis'd him to 
ſuch unwarrantable Steps, and be far from agree- 
ing with you in the Point of their Merit, and will 
conſider them in no other View, than as Traytors 
to their King and Country. 


The next Thing you aſſert is, That the King 
ſheuw'd the greateſt Diſpoſition to give his People all 
i poſſible 


3 

poſſible Sati faction: And tis true, he did ſo; but 
when? For it is as true that he deny'd to give his 
People Satisfaction, and particularly in Eccleſia- 
ſtical Grievances. And it was deny*d too by the 
Advice of an Ecclefiaſtical Counſellor ; and the 
Truth is, that Denial brought his Majeſty into 
Difficulties that prov'd inextricable. 


The Parliament which met in April 1640, after 
a twelve Year's Intermiſſion, however the Nation 
was then inflam'd, made preſſing Inſtances to his 
Majeſty, to concur with them in reforming Inno- 
vations in Church and State, and Encroachments 
made upon the Temporalty by the Biſhops : They 
# were (the Lord Clarendon atteſts it) a very wiſe, 
ſober, and diſpaſſionate Set of Men; and fewer re- 
turn'd, who brought il Purpoſes along with them, 
than ever could be expected to meet again. But how 
was his Majeſty advis'd, betray'd, and facrificed ! 
The * Archbiſhop (for to him it 1s imputed) ſee- 
ing the Redreſs of Eccleſiaſtical Grievances inſiſted 
on, procured the Diſſolution of this Parliament in 
the moſt ungracious and abrupt Manner, almoſt as 
ſoon as it was ſet down; and this, I ſay, was a 
moſt Arbitrary and Publick Denial to redreſs 
Grievances in a Parliamentary Way. At this Step 
all Men ſtood amazed, and could not imagine 
(faith the noble Hiſtorian) what Offence they had 
given; there could not ( ſaith he) a“ greater 
* Damp have ſeized upon the Spirits of the whole 
Nation than this Diſſolution cauſed, and Men 
: had much of the Miſery in View which after 
1 « fell out.* When the King had thus broke 
with his People without a Cauſe by this moſt vio- 
lent Meaſure, a Man with half an Eye might ſee 
that Miſery and Civil War was unavoidable ; and 


4 Vide Whitlock's Memorials, 
there- 
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therefore to this Meaſure, at this Period, is to be 
aſſign'd the fatal Breach between the King and 
his People, and to the Authors of it all the Extre- 
mities that enſued, and, as if the Fire then burning 
had wanted more Fuel, the Clergy, the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Legiſlature, was permitted to ſit, to give 
Subſidies, to make Laws, nay, and to make a 
Law to ſuppreſs and extirpate the very Being of 
Parliaments by thoſe famous Canons of 1640, 
which enacted Monarchy to be Jure divino. = 


Now, my Lord, Whoſe Fault, whoſe Sin was 
it, that Grievances were not redreſs'd in a Parlia- 
mentary Way? It was, my Lord, in ſomething 


of your own Stile, the Miſcreants, the Peſts of 4 


Government, the Eccleſiaſtical and other Traytors 
about the King, who were reſoly*d to change this 
free Government at any Rate; who advis'd this 
Diſſolution, and deny*d the People that Redreſs, 
which his Majeſty was bound, and had Goodneſs 
enough in his own Nature, to grant them, and in 
doing that, depriv'd their Sovereign of the laſt 


and only Opportunity he had to ingratiate himſelf 


with his People, and at length of his Crown and 
his Life. 


long ſeen their Intereſts no mare regarded, their 
Properties invaded, their Perſons impriſon'ꝗ, their 
Liberties of every Kind inſulted, and Popery and 


Arbitrary Power coming faſt upon them, and had 


ſtruggled under an inſupportable Load of Op- 
Preſſion, yet met in Parliament wel! difpas'd to 
an Accommodation , but this being deny'd them, 
one Extreme naturally begot another; Intereſt, 
Ambition, Anger and Jealouſies of the great Men 
on either Side grew ſoon too high to be bounded, 
and out of the Power of Moderation or Virtue to 

com- 


Before this Period the People, tho? they had 
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command or hinder the Event: And after this 
Period, Faults enough, 1 agree, are to be found 
on both Sides; but none before, I inſiſt, on the 
Side of the People. After this, the King ſhew'd 
a Diſpoſition to give his People Satisfaction, but 
it came too late. 


I have now traced and entred into the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times as far as I intended, that every one might 
ſee the Malignity of the Parallel you run between 
thoſe and the preſent Times : * Tis evident to all, 
that the Characters of each Period are widely dif- 
rerent, becauſe few Things in either of them ap- 
pear to agree. Nor can it be ſaid, the fame Prin- 
ciples, the ſame Spirit and Deſign are now on 
foot, without ſuggeſting the ſame Cauſes have 
been given, which is ſcandalous ſuggeſting: No 
Prince was ever more reſpectful of the Laws than 
his preſent Majeſty, which cannot fail to raiſe his 
Glory and Succeſs at home and abroad without 
the ridiculous Support of Eccleſiaſticks. And as 
to Eccleſiaſtical or other Meaſures, that have offended 
and raiſed Diſputes amongſt us, if they have any 
Reſemblance to the Meaſures of the Reigns of 
King James and King Charles I. they will, no 


doubt, for that very Reaſon, be ſoon amended 
and ſet right. 


But, above all Things, we want to be inſtructed 
in the Reaſon and Weight of that Saying, No 
Biſhop, no King, a Saying ſo very lilly, even as filly 
as that which was oppos'd to it, No Prelate, no 
Pope; for what End or Purpoſe do you revive it 
at this Time? What is there in that Office that 
diſpoſes Men to Loyalty more than in any other 
Profeſſion? It is provoking Arrogance to call it 
the Support of Monarchy, and the Biſhops and 
Clergy the Spiritual Militia of the Crown, when 
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(is well known, that a Militia of leſs than half the 
Number of Men, with Firelocks or $heers in their 
Hands, would be of infinite more Service to the Crown 
in Time of Need. How has the Caſe been here, 
when they oppos'd the Crown, as in the Time of 
Henry VIII. That King told the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, the Clergy were but Half- 
Subjects, and yet the Crown was ſafe on his Head. 

*T'is true, the Pope was then Maſter, and they 
ſerv'd him faithfully, as being a true Friend to 


their Grandeur and Syſtems ; and ſince the King 


was Maſter, they flock about the Crown (no Mat- 
ter who wears it) to be maintain'd in the fame wild 
Pretenſion. 


But *tis a ſerious Thing to reflect how this idle 
_ Notion (no Biſhop, no King) was fatally infusd 
into the Mind of that Prince, whoſe Misfortunes 
you commemorate, even to the Loſs of his Crownand 
his Life; And is the deadly Poiſon (my Lord, do 
you think) to be infus'd again into the Minds of 
his Succeſſors, with that Example before their 
Eyes? Will they not ſee that their moſt imbittered 
Enemies cannot wiſh nor contrive more miſerable 
_ Circumſtances to involve them in, than ſuch Maxims 


or Notions will inevitably cauſe ? My Lord, 


they will certainly be made wiſe by the Mzrsfortunes 
of this unhappy betray*d King, avoid the Meaſures 
he fell by, and abbor the Cant, that Biſhops are 
the Support of Monarchy, and the Church always 
true to the King. And as to his preſent Majelty, 


you know, he hath had Reaſon, ſince he came into 


England, to be convinced, that it is not abſolutely 


true what you fay and we are confident (from 


the Greatne/s of his Soul, /uperior both to Flattery 
and Tyranny) he can never be miſled by the nau- 
 fous enſnaring Adulations of ſycophantizing Prieſts. 


Again, 
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Again, This Doctrine that the Church was al- 
ways true to the King is thrown out, to be ſure, 
to inſinuate the great and important Service the 
Biſhops could do to the Crown, if employ'd in 
Offices of State; and in this we are confirm'd b 
the Defence, p. where it is moſt Pathetically 
remembred, That Biſhops did heretofore, and can 
ſtill, execute the great Offices of State with as 
much Application and Capacity as Laymen ; that 
the greateſt Government in Europe at this Day (the 
French, I ſuppoſe,) think them fit for Buſineſs ; 
and, as if you thought it a Right of the Church, 
with the greateſt Emotion of Spirit you complain 
the Times are changed, and preſs it home, that 
all the World, beſides us, are not Fools, all good 
Senſe is not confin*d to this little Northern Spot. 


My Lord, that is true: But what have we to 
do with French or other Governments ? they are 
no Rule to us. It is alſo true, That Churchmen 
did formerly execute the great Offices of State in 
England, and ſome great Men are to be found 
amongſt them; but, my Lord, it would not be 
prudent tor you, who may have an Eye upon theſe 
Employments, to ask how the King's Affairs, or 
the People's Liberty, throve under their Direction, 
becauſe nothing is more eaſy from every Part of 
our Hiſtory, than to ſhew that the Government 
under Churchmen hath been ever heavy and grie- 


vous both to Prince and People (inſupportable in 


the Reign of Charles I.) but ever moſt /ght 


and eaſy when they had no Hand in publick 
Affairs. 


oY wg ago as the Reiten of E. 3.“ the Lords and 
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Commons made a grievous Complaint (as theWords 
of the Roll are) deſiring, That Churchmen ſhould 
no longer be employ'd in Offices of State; and 
ſince that Time many good Laws have been made 
by Parliament, to oblige them to Reſidence for the due 
Performance of their Paſtoral Charge, and from 
that Time to this it may be ſaid to be the Conſti- 
tution of England, as certainly it is the Genius of 
the People, to exclude them from ſecular Affairs, 
that they may apply themſelves wholly, as they 
ought, to their Spiritual Functions: But your 
Lordſhip knows to how little Purpoſe thoſe Laws 
have been made, and how little the Bent of the 
People hath been regarded, for while the greateſt 
Governments in Europe (the French and other Go- 
vernments) think them fit for Buſineſs, it ſeems 
the Clergy in England will think it an Injury to 
be overlook'd; and tho' no juſt Defence can be 
made for thoſe who live upon the Hock they do 
not feed, or upon the Altar at which they do not 
ſerve, and the exerciſing the Office of a Paſtor by 
Deputy, is a very unwarrantable, and, if you pleaſe, 
an Uncanonical Thing; yet how fierce is the Op- 
Poſition to us on this Account ? A noted Defender 
of Pluralities roundly tells us, *tis [nfidelity to ſay 
that the Clergy are bound to Reſidence, or to that 
Effect: And now a Sort of a Right is ſet up, and 
openly contended for, to lay aſide, or leave to 
others, the Exerciſe of their Spiritual Office, to 
be employ'd in Offices of State. — The greateſt 
Governments in Europe, it ſeems, employ them; 


for the Church is the Support of Monarchy, and 


always true to ibe King, To this I will ſay no more, 
ſave only that if this is meant or intended as a 
Leſſon or Spiritual Advice to be read in a certain 
Place, permit me to preſent the Reader with an- 
other Piece of Advice from one of the ableſt Coun- 
ſellors and one of the greateſt Men of the Times 
1 1 he 
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he lived in, as his noble Grandſon is allow*d by all 
to be in theſe. 


The Earl of Angleſey, a Privy Counſellor, advis'd 
and addreſs'd himſelf to his Maſter King Charles II. 
as follows; I know, ſaid he, your Majeſty to 
«© be a great Patron of the Church and Church- 
* men, and therefore for their Sakes (who ſeldom 
are wiſe for themſelves) I preſume to implore, 
* that you will never countenance any of them 
*© that ſhall buſy themſelves in Matters of State 
* and Government. 


In all my Reading and Experience I find, 
that in the moſt dangerous Diſorders and Revo- 
*© Jutions of the World, they have ever had a 
„principal Hand. And it never came under 
<< my Obſervation, that any Kingdom was happy 
or proſperous where they had too great an In- 
& fluence, or that ever it ſucceeded well for them- 
& ſelves, or gain'd upon the Laity, when they 
© ſthew'd themſelves active in Temporal Affairs, 
having a Calling competent to employ the 
* whole Man, and are to give themſelves to all 
Diligence and Piety, wherein they are promis'd 
a Bleſſing ; that their great Mafter hath warn'd 
them, his Kingdom is not of this World; and 
„ that they ſhould not fight, nor ſtrive, nor in- 
« tangle themſelves with worldly Afﬀairs. —- 
Then he proceeds, with reſpect to Church-Power, 


a 


elt is a hard Impoſition on your Majeſty, that 


„ you (the Father of your People) ſhould be 
* calPd upon to impriſon, confiſcate, or other- 
* wiſe afflict your peaceable, induſtrious Subjects, 
„ becauſe others take upon them, by what Right 


* 


* Lord Angleſeys true State of his Majeſty's Government and 
Kingdoms. Edit. 27 April, 1682. 


let 
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© let them conſider, to denounce them Excom- 
« municate. However, the Clergy cannot ſo much 
« as pretend a Power to go further; and though 
< they cry up the Power of the Keys, yet when 


„ they have done, it is ſo uneffectual a Shadow 
f Power as can do nothing without the Civil 


« Magiſtrate's Sword, to whom it is a Debaſe- 
«< ment to be the Clergy s Executioner. That 
<« to force Miniſters to abſolve or give the Holy 
e Sacrament to ſuch as had rather take it than 
« lie in a Gaol and be undone, is to ſet up ſuch 
Terms of Chriſtian Communion as Chritt never 
<« inſtituted, Church-Communion being a Privi- 
lege only due to Volunteers and true Penitents. 
—— e It were worthy your Majeſty, continues 
ce he, to recommend, for the Clergy's Practice, 
e the Grace of Selt-Denial they preach to others, 
for generally none live more eaſy and pleaſure- 
< able Lives, inſtead of primitive Auſterity, Mor- 
<« tification and Piety, are led by an inſatiable 
Delire after Riches 3 none have leſs Compaſſion 
ar leſs Pity Theſe Things have brought 


them into Contempt, which J am ſorry to ſee. 


C 
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I produc'd the Advice of this grave and faithful 
Counſcllor the more largely, becauſe every Word 
is weighty, and his Authority the greateſt I could 
cite, in which my principal View was to ſhew the 
Difference of Opinion between him and your Lord- 
ſip. He thought an unblameable Life, a painful 
Diſcharge of the Spiritual Calling, Hoſpitality and 
Watchfulneſs over Mens Souls, the proper and 
only Bulincls of a Clergyman. Your Lordſhip, 


I perceive, differs from him, and thinks it is very 
Proper they ſhould employ their Time (not in the 


Yoiritual ) but in the great Offices of State; and 
which of theſe Opinions 1 is the beſt, or the beſt 


Advice to be given Princes, I muſt leave to the - 


Reader 


—— —— ¶ —¶—ñzsnß 81 


R 


al 


22.ͤö;ð —— HOY, HY. 


pa a «« 


3 WW m0 SU Fl, rk wn 4 @ 


[ 39 ] 


Reader to judge for 39 and haſten to make 
an End. | 


As your Lordſhip ſet out with the Uſefulneſs 
of Hiſtory, and will not enter into it yourſelf, 
for the Sake of Juſtice and Truth, I was oblig'd 
to look into it a little; but it being impoſſible, in 
the Compals of a ſhort Letter, to enter into all 
and every the Tranſactions of theſe Times, I have 
gone as far as I intended at preſent, and I pre- 
ſume it undeniably appears, that your Lordſhip's 
general Repreſentation of Perſons on one Side 
with Favour and Reſerve, and of the other in the 
blackeſt and moſt odious Colours, is nothing elſe, 
without Diſiinftion or Kemorſe, but Paſſion and 
Party-Rage, and beſides, leaves us uninform'd of 
the main Cauſes of the Strife and Contention be- 
tween the King and Kingdom; and upon the 
whole, that the preſent Times cannot be charg'd 
with the ſame Character and Guilt with any Ap- 
pearance of Juſtice or Truth, becauſe the Acts 
and Meaſures of the two Periods are not alike 3 
and of this your Lordſhip ſhould be convinc'd, 
ſince the whole Body of the People have clear'd 
themſelves from the foul! Aſperſions by the Reſent- 
ments that have ſpread every where amongſt them 
on this Account. This hath been already the Et- 
fe& of that intemperate Diſcourſe ; that Reſult of 
cool Deliberation and ſober Thought, (as *tis call'd) 
hath viſibly raisd a Flame and Animoſities amongſt 
us; whereas, from the Meaſures of theſe Times 
rightly repreſented, Deductions and Inferences 
ſhould be built, Perſuaſives ſhould be drawn to 
calm the Paſſions, and to diſpoſe Men to Candor 
and mutual Affection. This, my Lord, would 
be an annual Service of great Value to the State, 
and for this Purpoſe the Day ought ever to ſtand 
in 


7 5 2 
in the Engliſh Kalendar for an everlaſting Memo- 


rial to Prince, Miniſters and People. 


From the Hiſtory of thoſe Times the Kings of 
England will know the Temper of the People, and 
the Conſtitution in Church and State; from thence 
the propereſt Objects may be laid before their Eyes, 
to move them in every Affair wherein their own 
Intereſt and the common Good and Tranquillity of 
the Realm are concern'd ; they may be inſtructed, 
that the Honour and Strength of the Crown lies 
in the Affections of the whole, and not in an 
Part of the People, and that governing by Parties, 
by Eccleſiaſtical Parties in particular, and be- 
ing Tools to their Miniſters, will never fail to 
make their Reigns inglorious and unhappy 3 and 
may be aſſur'd, as they act in a publick Capa- 
city, ſo it is the Privilege and Right of Hiſtory, 


to ſpeak of their Actions without Reſtraint, and 


to bring the Glory or Infamy of them faithfully 


to Account; to be wel! ſpoken of, it concerns 
them to do well. 


Miniſters from thence may learn, that if by 
their Advice their Maſter falls into Meaſures con- 
trary to the common Intereſt and Inclinations ot 


the People, publick Juſtice will, ſooner or later, 


overtake them; and the People, tho* oppreſs'd 
in their Liberties and juſt Rights, ſhould ſtop and 
reſt {atisfy*d with reaſonable. Satisfaction, leſt by 
going farther they bring upon themſelves a Bon- 
dage as extreme as that they ſhook off. 
As to the Clergy, the Calamities brought upon 
this Church by the dangerous Meaſures I have 
open'd, are a ſtanding Memorial to govern and di- 
rect their Steps in every Age to come. 4 rom 
thence 


. 


1 


thence they will be inform'd, that their true Buſi- 


neſs lies in their Paſtoral Office only, not in ſecular 
Affairs, not in Bed-Chambers or Drawing-Rooms, 
hunting after Tranſlations or Preferments in the 
State, not in ſtriving or trading to get before one 
another in the Dignities of the Church; and that 
turning their Backs upon the Altar of God, and 
degrading Religion into Property, was a Thing 
which grievouſly offended at that Time: 


But there is a Paſſage in your Defence, which 
ſuppoſeth the Clergy have »o ſuch Views at this 


. Day, 15 they can promote Righteouſneſs and Virtue 


in the World, tis a noble Work, and they have their 
End. If they can ? Why, my Lord, what hinders 
them ? Cannot the Miniſters of the Goſpel really 
be detached from the Intereſts of this World, and 
faithfully apply the whole Man to their Spiritual 
Office? It they can, they will eaſily promote the 
Work, and have their End, if that be their only 
End ; and moreover, be greater in the Reverence 
and Eſteem of their Folds, than Titles, Equipages, 
or ſecular Grandeur can make them. 


But, if promoting Religion and Virtue be 
their only End, Why are not Syffragans appointed 
in the Abſence of the Biſhops in /arge and diſtant 
Dioceſes, according to the expreſs Directions of an 
Act of Parliament? eſpecially ſince the Number 
of Souls (if thoſe are of Conſequence to be gain'd) 
are vaſtly increaſed every where; perhaps you will 
ſay an annual Stipend muſt be paid? But is any 
Expence, my Lord, to be ſpar'd from large Re- 
venues given gratis by the Laity, on purpoſe to 
promote that noble Work ? Pray tell us, Are the 
Clergy exempted from Obedience to this Law? 


G But | 
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But further, If Churchmen would be wiſe by 
dear-bought Experience, they would carefully 
avoid that falſe and dangerous Principle, which 
brought ſo much Calamity. upon the Church, and 
which appcar'd in the Deſign of introducing an 
Ecclefiaftical Legiſlative Power into this Kingdom. 
All young Men, deſign'd for holy Orders, ſhould 
be taught there is but one Legiſlative Authority 
in England, and that is in Parliament, that the 
King's Supremacy, or ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical Power, 
is there lodged and exerciſed; that *tis leſſening and 
degrading it, to place it any where elſe. 


They ſhould be taught, that *tis an Aphoriſm 
in Nature, and a Ground in the Laws of England, 
that Laws ought to be of niver/al Conſtitution, 
and bind none without their Conſent; that a Power 


to impoſe Laws without Conſent, or whether we 


will or no, is not only the Definition of Tyranny, 
but Tyranny itſelf. | | 


They ought to be inſtructed early in the true lg 
Notion of the Convocation. It is a Court inci- 
dent to the Eccleſiaſtical Corporation, wherein, 
before the Statute of 25 H. 8. the Clergy had a 
Power to make Laws and Ordinances, as all other 
Communities had, to bind themſelves, but not 
others; and this, without the Aſſent of the King: 
But becauſe the Convocation would not only not 
agree to the Reformation, but would likewiſe bind 
and hinder the Inferior Clergy from coming in, 
the ſaid Statute enacts, ** That the Convecation 
© ſhould zo: make any ſuch Ordinances for the 
future, unleſs by the King's Royal A ent. 


This briefly repreſents the true legal Notion of 
the Power of Convocations, both before and ſince 
the 


3 J 


us aft f r cue cb te abver Min 


ing upon the Laity, unleſs confirm'd by Parlia- 


ment ; and ſo it was holden by the Lord Chict 
Juſtice Holt and the Majority of all the Judges of 
England, as it is very well known in Weſtminſter- 
Hall. And if young Men deſign'd for holy Or- 
ders were carefully bred up in theſe true Grounds 
and Maxims of the Kingdom, the ſame Church- 
Game could never be play'd over again, nor con- 
ſequently the like Calamities happen to the Church. 


But how perverſe is it to ſee the Current of 


Education run quite another Way ; Books are 
early put into their Hands, aſſerting the Spiritual 
diſtin Dominion and other Viſionary Schemes, and 
induſtriouſly publiſhed and ſcaitered in every Cor- 
ner of the Kingdom ; the moſt * famous of them 
all hath been lately abridg'd by the Reverend 
R. Gray, D. D. Rector of Hinton in Northampion- 
hire, who hath turned it into Dialogue, and into 
an Academical Catechiſm to be got by Heart by 
young Men defend for holy Orders; and the 
ſame Points are aſſerted in the fulleſt Extent by 
+ One, who appear'd laſt Week in your Lord 


ſhip's Defence. 


My Lord, I cannot help thinking ſuch Writers 
and Sermonizers would have a much ſurer Title to 


the Applauſe of Poſterity, if they employ'd their 


Abilities any other Way. It is plainly no better 
than Pimping for a French Hierarchy, and a French 
Government behind it. And behold, ye Britons ! 
what ſpecial Work is cut out for the Lords and 
Commons Spiritual, when they aſſemble and fir in 
Convocation. The famous Author above named 


Codex Furis Eccl. Angl. 
+ Examiner examined, 


hath 
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[ 44 ] 
bath made large and /aborious Extracts from antient 
Popiſh Canons, and ingrafted. them into his Book, 


for what ? why to improve (he ſaith) this Proteſtant 
Church, and to ſtand as CanviparTEs for a Place 


in our Conſtitution, in caſe the Convocation ſhall think 


them deſerving , and then lays it down for Law, 


that whatever the Convocation ſhall ena, the 


Nobility and Commons of England are bound to 
obey ;—and that the Clergy are warranted by the 
Word of God, to puniſh the Diſobedient. 


But, my Lord, we are fare, from the Learning, 
Piety and Prudence of the Clergy, they are not 


'generally under the ſame violent Impulſe, and 


would not, if they could, vote ſuch Candidates in- 


to the Conſtitution, or improve this Proteſtant 
Church by the Model of the Church of Rome. 


In France this would paſs for Orthodoxy, Law and 
Goſpel ; in England J hope it never will. If King 
James II. had taken it to be Law, what hinder'd 
but that he and his Convocation might have elected 
theſe Popiſh Candidates, eſtabliſh'd Popery, and 
turn'd the Proteſtant Religion out of Doors, eſpe- 
cially when Divines were generally agreed, there 
was neither Law nor Goſpel to oppoſe him ? 


To conclude, The Meaſures of Power and Obe- 
dience, as ſtated by the Laws of England, that is, 
the Subjection to Governors, and the Subject ion of 
Governors to the Laws, are great and weighty 
Points. The Power of Governors is created by, 
founded in, and confined to the Laws, and, as far 


as it reaches, is to be obeyed z but beyond the Law, 


there 18 no Power or Right to command, and con- 


ſequently no Obligation to obey, either with reſpect 


to Perſons or Things. And altho' the treating 
of and defining theſe high Points is the Province of 
another —_ yet the Pulpit by Fits will ſtill be 


meddling, 
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meddling, and forcing upon us Abjef? Syſtems and 


Terms of Obedience, unknown to and repugnant to 
the Laws: But little, my Lord, did I think to 


have ſeen Paſſive Obedience again ! that ugly old 


Hack openly bridled and ſaddled and rid out of 
Breath in this Reign, when we have Reaſon to 


hope for the happieſt State of Things from his 


Majeſty's Virtues, Example and Government 
when the People take every proper Occaſion, as 
they ought, to expreſs their Firmneſs and Attach- 
ment to his Intereſt, and their Abhorrence of thoſe 
who are Enemies to his Crown and Dignity z when 


a Spirit of Duty and Gratitude runs thro? all ſorts 


of People, for the obliging Manner in which he 
hath the Goodneſs to conſider his People, regard 
their Rights, and reſent their Wrongs, by whom- 
ſoever they are plunder*d, injur'd, or abus'd. 


This appears to me, and to all Men that will 
not put out their Eyes, to be the Temper of the 
People, of that People you have preſum'd to repre- 
ſent as Miſcreants and the Peſts of Government, and 
charg'd in general as guilty of the blacke} Treaſon. 
What have they done to offend or provoke you 
to take this bold adventurous Step? Have they 
attempted to rectify and reform Abuſes in the 
Church, and us'd ſome Freedom of Speech on that 
Account? They have: and there is the Sore; 
there is the Secret of all this Railing and Extra- 
vagance ; It is want of Duty to attempt Alterations 
in the Church. But of this I ſhall ſay no more, 
but leave the whole to your cool Deliberation and 
ſober Thought, to make Satisfaction to thoſe you 
have ſo highly injur'd, and am, 

Dux RHAu, 


10 May, 1732» | My Lord, &c. 
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